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About St. John’s 
Whoever you are, and wherever you are in your journey of faith, you are welcome here, just as you are, to 
experience God’s love. 
 
St. John’s is a compassionate Christian community of healing, hope, and hospitality at the heart of Centreville's 
Historic District. First consecrated on July 14, 1854, St. John’s was partially burned in the Civil War, rebuilt, 
expanded, and is now home to many faith communities. To learn more about us, talk to Fr. Kevin, chat 
up a neighbor, join us after worship, and visit us at stjohnscentreville.org. 
 
About Today’s Service 
Today’s worship follows The Renewal of Ministry with the Welcoming of a New Rector from Enriching Our 
Worship 4 (2006). Eucharist follows Eucharistic Prayer 1 from Enriching Our Worship 1 (1998). Additional 
prayers are found in the Book of Common Prayer (1979). The Shouting Prayer was written by The Rev. Churchill 
Gibson, Jr., Shrine Mont Chaplain from 1964 to 1983. The Benediction is adapted slightly from a graduation 
blessing composed by Benedictine Sister Ruth Fox in the 1980's. 
 
Please be aware that you may be recorded. Cell phone use—texting, taking and sharing pictures or video, and 
posting to social media—is encouraged, but please silence your devices and disable Wi-Fi during worship. 
 
Tonight’s hymns from The Hymnal 1982 and Wonder, Love, and Praise are included here. The people’s 
responses are in bold. Participate as the Spirit moves you! 
 

 

The Renewal of Ministry with the Welcoming of a New Rector 

Welcome 
 
Prelude  
Please take your seat as the music begins and prepare yourself quietly for worship. 
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Opening Hymn: H 525 “The Church's One Foundation”        Aurelia 
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Opening Acclamation 
Dean   Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People  Glory to God for ever and ever. 
Dean  There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People  There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Dean  One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People  One God, Creator of all. 
 
Collect 
Dean   The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Dean   Let us pray. 
 
O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and 
sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let 
the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which had 
grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom 
all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The people are seated. The Wardens stand near the Dean. 
 
Institution 
Dean  People of St. John’s, Centreville, you have reflected on your ministry and discerned your choice 

for a new Rector. 
Wardens We have chosen and called The Rev. Kevin Laskowski to be our Rector, and he has accepted. 
Dean  I commend your choice and affirm this call. 
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Letter of Institution 
The Rev. Kevin Richard Laskowski, Presbyter of the Church of God, you have been called to work together with 
your Bishop and fellow Presbyters as a pastor, priest, and teacher, and to take your share in the councils of the 
Church. 
 
Now, in accordance with the Canons, you have been selected to serve God as Rector of St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, Centreville, Virginia. 
 
This letter is a sign that you are fully empowered and authorized to exercise this ministry, accepting its 
privileges and responsibilities as a priest of this Diocese, in communion with your Bishop. 
 
Having committed yourself to do this work, do not forget the trust of those who have chosen you. Care alike 
for young and old, strong and weak, rich and poor. By your words, and in your life, proclaim the Gospel. Love 
and serve Christ’s people. Nourish them, and strengthen them to glorify God in this life and in the life to come. 
 
May the Lord, who has given you the will to do these things, give you the grace and power to perform them. 
Given under my hand and seal in the City of Richmond on the 20th day of September, 2026, and in the fourth 
year of my consecration. 
 
The Rt. Rev’d E. Mark Stevenson, D.D. 
Bishop of Virginia 
 
Assent 
Dean Are you, the people of St. John’s Episcopal Church, ready to continue in your ministry, with 

Kevin as your priest? 
People  We are. 
 
The Wardens escort the Priest from the nave to the front of the assembly. 
 
The Word of God 
Vestry Member Kevin, with this Bible we proclaim and hear God’s living Word. Join us in the ministry of 

telling the Good News to the World. 
Rector   Amen. Let us hear again the Good News of salvation. 
 
The people sit. 
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The Lessons 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 2:2-4  
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 
In days to come the mountain of the LORD's house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and 
shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, "Come, let us 
go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that 
we may walk in his paths." For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more. 
 
Lector  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 96 Cantate Domino 
Sing to the Lord a new song; * sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 
Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; * proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 
Declare his glory among the nations * and his wonders among all peoples. 
For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * he is more to be feared than all gods. 
As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * but it is the Lord who made the heavens. 
Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 
Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; * ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; * bring offerings and come into his courts. 
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * let the whole earth tremble before him. 
Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is King! * he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; he 
will judge the peoples with equity.” 
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * let the field be 
joyful and all that is therein. 
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord when he comes, * when he comes to judge 
the earth. 
He will judge the world with righteousness * and the peoples with his truth. 
 
Second Reading: Romans 12:1-18  
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans 
 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God — what is good 
and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself 
more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith 
that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same 
function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We 
have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in 
ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in 
diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 
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love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in 
spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of 
the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 
Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be 
haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, 
but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably 
with all. 
 
Lector  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Hymn: H591 “O God of Earth and Altar”        King’s Lynn 
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Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When they saw 
him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded 
you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age." 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon           The Rev. Gethin Wied 
 
Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
Dean Kevin, people of St. John’s: in Holy Baptism we received full adoption through God’s grace and 

full empowerment for ministry through the Holy Spirit. Will you work together as partners in 
the mission of the Church, to reconcile all people to God through Christ? 

People  We will, with God’s help. 
Dean The water of baptism signifies our eternal covenant with God. In it we are buried with Christ in 

his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore in joyful obedience to Christ, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in 
faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
The Dean blesses the water. 
 
Dean We pray you, O God, sanctify this water by the power of your Holy Spirit, that all who in baptism 

are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our 
Savior. 

Rector Let us renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we renounce Satan and 
all his works, and promise to serve God faithfully in God’s holy Catholic Church. 

 
Water is poured into the font and the Rector leads the renewal of baptismal vows. 
 
Rector  Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
People  I do. 
Rector   Do you believe in God the Father? 
People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Rector  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living 
and the dead. 

Rector  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
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Rector Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 
prayers? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 
Rector Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the 

Lord? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
Rector  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
Rector  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
Rector Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human 

being? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
Rector May Almighty God, who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, bestowed upon 

us the forgiveness of sins, and called us to ministry in Jesus Christ, keep us in eternal life by his 
grace; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The congregation is sprinkled with water. 
 
Hymn: H 488 “Be thou my vision”          Slane 
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Presentation of a Prayer Book 
Vestry Member Kevin, with this book we offer our prayers, intercessions and thanksgivings to God. 
Rector  Amen. In the Spirit of God, who searches the heart and knows our deepest needs, let us 

pray for the Church, the world, and all who yearn for Christ’s healing. 
 
Litany of Thanksgiving for a Church 
Vestry Member Let us thank God whom we worship here in the beauty of holiness. Eternal God, the 

heaven of heavens cannot contain you, much less the walls of temples made with hands. 
Graciously receive our thanks for this place, and accept the work of our hands, offered 
to your honor and glory. For the Church universal, of which these visible buildings are 
the symbol, 

People   We thank you, Lord. 
Vestry Member For your presence whenever two or three have gathered together in your Name, 
People   We thank you, Lord. 
Vestry Member For this place where we may be still and know that you are God, 
People   We thank you, Lord. 
Vestry Member For making us your children by adoption and grace, and refreshing us day by day with 

the bread of life. 
People   We thank you, Lord. 
Vestry Member For the knowledge of your will and the grace to perform it, 
People   We thank you, Lord. 
Vestry Member For the fulfilling of our desires and petitions as you see best for us, 
People   We thank you, Lord. 
Vestry Member For the pardon of our sins, which restores us to the company of your faithful people, 
People   We thank you, Lord. 
Vestry Member For the blessing of our vows and the crowning of our years with your goodness, 
People   We thank you, Lord. 
Vestry Member For the faith of those who have gone before us and for our encouragement by their 

perseverance, 
People We thank you, Lord. 
Vestry Member For the fellowship of St. John, our patron, and of all your Saints, 
People   We thank you, Lord. 
 
Rector   Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty; 
People   For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 
Rector    Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom; 
People   And you are exalted as head over all. Amen. 
 
Presentation of a Stole 
Vestry Member Kevin, with prayer, companionship and laying-on of hands we bring the reconciling 

presence of Christ to those who seek healing. Join us in this ministry by calling us to 
repentance, and assuring us of God’s forgiveness and love. 

Rector  Amen. Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, loves you eternally, and 
reconciles you to one another. 

 
All stand.  
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The Peace 
Rector   The Peace of Christ be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Dean  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
The people exchange signs of love and peace with one another. 
 
The Eucharist 
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion. The ushers will invite you forward to receive the 
blessings that come from God’s altar. To receive the wafer, extend one hand over the other. If you wish to 
receive the wine, take a sip by guiding the offered chalice to your lips. Dipping the wafer into the wine yourself 
is not permitted. The bishop’s customary requires the minister to do it for you. If you wish the minister to 
intinct, make a dipping motion or point to the minister when you approach. If you would like Communion 
brought to you, please let an usher know. If you would like to receive a blessing rather than Communion, 
please cross your arms over your chest as you approach. The table belongs to the Lord and the invitation comes 
from God. There are many kinds of blessing that come from it. Please come forward to receive them. 
 
Offerings of Bread and Wine 
Vestry Members Kevin, when we share the bread and the cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. Join us at God’s table to offer and bless our gifts of bread and wine. 
Rector    Amen. Together, let us keep the feast. 
 
Anthem: Martin Shaw, “With a Voice of Singing” 
 
The Offertory 
At this time, the gifts of the people are collected and brought forward in thanksgiving. 
Thanks to all who have pledged a portion of their time, talent, and treasure to God’s 
mission here at St. John’s. As the Spirit moves you, please give generously by cash or check 
or use the QR code at right to donate online.  
 
Tonight’s offertory is dedicated to the Rector’s Discretionary Fund. Fr. Kevin uses these 
funds to discreetly aid parishioners and others in need, the financial aid program at 
Western Fairfax Christian Ministries, and other charities. If you need confidential assistance with bills or other 
expenses, please contact the parish office or Fr. Kevin directly. Thank you for your generous gifts. 
 
Donations of food and other items for Western Fairfax Christian Ministries and the Katharine K. Hanley Family 
Shelter can be given to the usher or to the church office. 
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The Presentation of Alms & Oblations: H 380, vs. 3 “Praise God, from whom all blessings flow” Old 100th 

 
 
The Great Thanksgiving: EOW Eucharistic Prayer 1 
Dean   The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Dean  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Dean  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The Dean continues. 
It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain of mercy. 
Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have received us as your sons and daughters, made us citizens of your 
kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth. Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels 
and with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing: 
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Sanctus: S 129, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord” 
 

 
The Dean continues. 
 
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your own image and 
called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards 
and show forth your bountiful grace. 
 
But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the 
world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never 
ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. 
 
Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, sustained us 
in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you 
sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he 
revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of 
freedom and life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 
 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and this wine. 
By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share 
these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. 
 
Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with Mary, Mother of God; St. John; and 
all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. 
 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, 
for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (Traditional) 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Fraction Anthem: S 161, “Lamb of God”        Agnus Dei 

 
 
The Invitation 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
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Communion Hymn: H304 “I come with joy to meet my Lord”      Land of Rest 
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Communion Hymn: H490 “I want to walk as a child of the light”      Houston 
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Postcommunion Prayer 
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may 
proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Gratitude and Announcements 
 
Commendation 
Dean  We have celebrated this new pastoral relationship in the great prayer of the Church.  

 
Kevin, I commend to your love and care the people of St. John’s Episcopal Church, Centreville.  
 
My brothers and sisters in Christ, I commend to your love and care your new Rector, colleague 
and friend, Kevin. 

 
Benediction 
Rector May God bless you with discomfort at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships; 

that you might live deep with your heart. May God bless you with anger at injustice, oppression, 
and exploitation; that you may work for justice, freedom, and peace. May God bless you with 
tears to shed for those who suffer; that you may reach your hands to comfort them and see 
pain turn into joy. And may God bless you with enough foolishness to believe you can make a 
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difference in this world; that you may do what others claim cannot be done. And the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for 
ever. Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn: WLP780 “Lord, you give the great commission”      Abbot’s Leigh 
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The Shouting Prayer 
God loves the world!  God loves the world! 
God loves us!   God loves us! 
God loves you!  God loves you! 
I love you!   I love you! 
God loves me!   God loves me! 
I love me!   I love me! 
Thanks be to God!  Thanks be to God! 
Amen!     Amen! 
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Dismissal 
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 
 

Today’s Ministers 

 
Dean and Presider 

The Very Rev'd Burl Salmon 
Dean, South Fairfax Region, Episcopal Diocese of Virginia 

Rector, The Falls Church Episcopal, Falls Church, VA 
 

Rector 
The Rev’d Kevin Laskowski 

Rector, St. John’s Episcopal Church, Centreville, VA 
 

Preacher 
The Rev’d Gethin Wied 

Rector, Trinity Episcopal Church, Shepherdstown, WV 
 

Music Director 
Mandy Hull, St. John’s, Centreville, VA, joined by 

Nick Lodico-Keirstead, Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross, Dunn Loring, VA 
 

Crucifer 
Alex Walsh 

 
Verger 

Walt Cooner 
 

Acolytes 
Val Tucker 

Monti Zimmerman 
 

Lectors 
Jerry Pankey 

Susie Pike 
 

Wardens 
Lisa Heller 
Lee Griffith 

 
Vestry Members 
Nancy Brannegan  

George Dewey 
Ann Goldberg 

Libby McCullough 
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Nancy Scott 
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