
 
 

The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 20 

September 20, 2026, 9:30 AM 
Holy Eucharist: Rite II 

 
Whoever you are, and wherever you are in your journey of faith, you are welcome here, just as you are, to 
experience God’s love.  
 

St. John’s is a compassionate Christian community of healing, hope, and hospitality at the heart of Centreville's 
Historic District. First consecrated on July 14, 1854, St. John’s was partially burned in the Civil War, rebuilt, 
expanded, and is now home to many faith communities. To learn more about us, talk to one of our clergy, chat 
up a neighbor, join us after worship, and visit us at stjohnscentreville.org. 
 

Today’s service follows the red Episcopal Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Responses are in bold. Music can be 
found in the blue hymnals in your pew or in the bulletin. Participate as the Spirit moves you! 
 

Services are live-streamed, so please be aware that you are being recorded. Cell phone use—texting, pictures, 
video, social media—is encouraged, but please silence your devices and disable Wi-Fi during worship. 
 

The Word of God 
Prelude  
Please take your seat as the music begins and prepare yourself quietly for worship. 
 

Processional Hymn:  H 9, “Not here for high and holy things” Morning Song 
Opening Acclamation  BCP, p. 355 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.        

 

Collect for Purity BCP, p. 355 
Gloria: S 280, “Glory to God” Gloria in excelsis 

Collect of the Day Proper 20, BCP, p. 234 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, while we 
are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

First Lesson: Jonah 3:10-4:11 
When God saw what the people of Nineveh did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind 
about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. But this was very 
displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said 
while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a 
gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 
And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” And the Lord said, “Is 
it right for you to be angry?” Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth 
for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. The Lord God 



appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his 
discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a 
worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and 
the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better 
for me to die than to live.” But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, 
“Yes, angry enough to die.” Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not 
labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. And should I not be 
concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand 
persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?” 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Response: Psalm 145:1-8, Exaltabo te, Deus BCP, p. 801 
I will exalt you, O God my King, * and bless your Name for ever and ever. 
Every day will I bless you * and praise your Name for ever and ever. 
Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * there is no end to his greatness. 
One generation shall praise your works to another * and shall declare your power. 
I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty * and all your marvelous works. 
They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts, * and I will tell of your greatness. 
They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; * they shall sing of your righteous deeds. 
The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, * slow to anger and of great kindness. 
 

Second Lesson: Philippians 1:21-30 
To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do not 
know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is 
far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will 
remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your 
boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are 
standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way 
intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is 
God's doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for 
him as well-- since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Hymn: H 660, “O Master, let me walk with thee” Maryton 
 

Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for 
his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When 
he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also 
go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon 
and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing 
around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has 
hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said 
to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 
When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first 
came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when 
they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have 
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one 
of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what 



belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I 
choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the 
first will be last.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sermon: The Rev. Kevin Laskowski 

 

The Nicene Creed BCP, p. 358 

Prayers of the People 
Prayers are adapted from Gail Ramshaw, ed., Intercessions for the Christian People (Collegeville, MN: 
Liturgical Press, 1990). If you’d like to add a loved one to the parish prayer list, please contact clergy or the 
parish office. 
Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Confession of Sin BCP, p. 360 
Absolution BCP, p. 360 
 

The Peace  BCP, p. 360 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you. 
 

The Holy Communion 
 

The Offertory 
At this time, the gifts of God in bread and wine and the gifts of the people are collected 
and brought forward in thanksgiving. Thanks to all who have pledged a portion of their 
time, talent, and treasure to God’s mission here at St. John’s.  
 

As the Spirit moves you, please give generously by cash or check or use the QR code at 
right to donate online. Donations of food and other items for Western Fairfax Christian 
Ministries and the Katharine K. Hanley Family Shelter can be given to the usher or to the church office. 
 

The Presentation of Alms & Oblations: H 380, vs. 3 “Praise God, from whom all blessings flow” Old 100th 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B BCP, p. 367 

Sanctus: S 129, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord” 
 

Prayer B (cont.) BCP, p. 368 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father: 
We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP, p. 364 
The Breaking of the Bread BCP, p. 364 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

Fraction Anthem: S 161, “Lamb of God” Agnus Dei 

 

Communion BCP, p. 365 
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion. The ushers will invite you forward to receive the 
blessings that come from God’s altar. To receive the wafer, extend one hand over the other. If you wish to 
receive the wine, take a sip by guiding the offered chalice to your lips. Dipping the wafer into the wine yourself 
is not permitted. The bishop’s customary requires the minister to do it for you. If you wish the minister to 
intinct, make a dipping motion or point to the minister when you approach. If you would like Communion 
brought to you, please let an usher know. If you would like to receive a blessing rather than Communion, 
please cross your arms over your chest as you approach. The table belongs to the Lord and the invitation comes 
from God. There are many kinds of blessing that come from it. Please come forward to receive them. 
 



Communion Hymn: H 685, “Rock of ages, cleft for me” Toplady 
Post-Communion Prayer BCP, p. 365 

 

Announcements 
Blessing 
Recessional Hymn: H 527, “Singing songs of expectation” Ton-y-Botel 
 

Dismissal   BCP, p. 366 
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
+   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   + 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and with thanksgiving for our family, by Susan Pike. 
 

Celebration of New Ministry, September 20, 5:00 PM. St. John’s is celebrating tonight! The formal installation 
of a new rector is an important milestone in the history of any church, the celebration of a new chapter in our 
ministry together. Join us tonight for a worship service in our Lower Level Parish Hall, followed by an informal 
supper and reception. 
 

Bible Study Returns! Our Bible study on Ezekiel continues this week. Ezekiel is a challenging text, home to 
some of the Bible's worst passages and to some of its most inspiring, powerful, and enduring. It’s a roller 
coaster. Join us for the ride Wednesdays at 11:00 AM or Thursdays at 7:00 PM. For more information, see our 
website or contact Lisa Heller or Fr. Kevin. 
 

Coffee Hour. Please join us in the hall after the service for coffee and refreshments. 
 

Adult Lectionary Forum. If you’d like to discuss today’s readings in greater depth, grab coffee and a snack, and 
join us in the library after the service. 
 

Visit Us! For more information, visit stjohnscentreville.org and subscribe to our E-notes. 
 

+   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   + 
TODAY’S MINISTERS 

 
Celebrant:  The Rev. Kevin Laskowski 
Music Director:  Mandy Hull 
Vestry Member: Nancy Brannegan 
Usher: Nancy Scott    
    

Acolyte: Val Tucker 
Lector:  Walt Cooner 
Alms Counters:  Katharine Lavery, Larry Pike 
Altar Guild:  Elise Crawford 

  
 
 
 
 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH CLERGY AND STAFF 
The Rev. Kevin Laskowski, Rector, Priest@StJohnsCentreville.com 

Lisa Heller, Senior Warden, SeniorWarden@StJohnsCentreville.com 
Lee Griffith, Junior Warden, JuniorWarden@StJohnsCentreville.com 

Mandy Hull, Music Director, amandahull101@gmail.com 
Terri Katon, Parish Administrator, ParishAdmin@StJohnsCentreville.com 

Jeanette Nord, Ministry Partner Liaison, mpl@StJohnsCentreville.com 
 

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday; 10:30 AM – 2:30 PM 
5649 Mount Gilead Road, Centreville, VA 20120 – 703-803-7500 


