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The Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
October 18, 2026, 9:30 AM
Holy Baptism and Holy Eucharist: Rite Il

Whoever you are, and wherever you are in your journey of faith, you are welcome here, just as you are, to
experience God’s love.

Today, we celebrate the Baptism of Jamie Anne Hadfield. Jamie joins the household of God and is raised today
to a new life of grace. St. John’s was the Hadfield family’s spiritual home for many years, and we’re so glad to
welcome them back to share in this occasion.

St. John’s. St. John’s is a compassionate Christian community of healing, hope, and hospitality at the heart of
Centreville's Historic District. First consecrated on July 14, 1854, St. John’s was partially burned in the Civil
War, rebuilt, expanded, and is now home to many faith communities. To learn more about us, talk to one of
our clergy, chat up a neighbor, join us after worship, and visit us at stjohnscentreville.org.

The service. Our service follows the Episcopal Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Our prayers, readings, and
hymns depart from the usual lectionary in celebration. Responses are in bold. Participate as the Spirit moves
you!

Services are live-streamed, so please be aware that you are being recorded. Cell phone use—texting, pictures,
video, social media—is encouraged, but please silence your devices and disable Wi-Fi during worship.

The Word of God
Prelude
Please take your seat as the music begins and prepare yourself quietly for worship.


http://stjohnscentreville.org/

Processional Hymn: H 473, “Lift high the cross”
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Opening Acclamation

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
Celebrant There is one Body and one Spirit;

People There is one hope in God’s call to us;

Celebrant One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;

People One God and Father of all.

Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

BCP, p. 299

BCP, p. 254



Almighty God, by our baptism into the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ, you turn us from the
old life of sin: Grant that we, being reborn to new life in him, may live in righteousness and holiness all our
days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Ezekiel 36:24-28
| will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and bring you into your own land. | will
sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols | will
cleanse you. A new heart | will give you, and a new spirit | will put within you; and | will remove from your
body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. | will put my spirit within you, and make you follow my
statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. Then you shall live in the land that | gave to your ancestors;
and you shall be my people, and | will be your God.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Hymn: H 679, “Surely it is God who saves me” Thomas Merton
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Second Lesson: Romans 8:14-17
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall
back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very Spirit
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint
heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Gospel Hymn: H 490, “I want to walk as a child of the light” Houston
Al | | | | !
- T ] ] i] il i[ o ! I %
L =| [ 4 r - [ =[ I g.
,3 = r—r
S v f rr rf rrr
I 1T want to walk as a child of the light.
2 I want to see___  the bright - ness  of God.
3 I'm look - ing for—_  the com - ing  of Christ.
| I I R )
b . : . { $—»  —°
T
-
. T I
o TTF Iy ] 1 I 1 1 | I
GEEe=—=—————— =
o7 P r 7 R
P Fr [t 1
I want  to fol - low Je - sus.
I want  to look at Je - sus.
I  want to be with Je - sus.
N — o . 2 J= >
= T T
O—b : —— : —r— : ] |
P | | o — F » —e » p — — »
! - 1 5 1 — 1 &
o F F P oro F [ PP =TT
God set the stars  to  give light to the world. The
Clear sun  of right - eous - ness, shine on my path, and
When we have run with pa - tience the race, we
PSR - 4
. - 4 ! i I — |
L I T I —— 1 i i : - i ' '
4 | | I
e ; . . : ; :
B | ¥ 1 | I 1 1 =D 1
%V ¥ L\ ‘ dl —_-__dl i L — [# 10
star of my life is Je - sus.
show me the way to the Fa - ther.
shall know the joy of Je - sus.
S S S S S—
meEE=s=cs= ==



Refrain
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Gospel: Mark 10:13-16

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. Glory to you, Lord Christ.
People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly
to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, ‘Let the little children come to me; do
not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly | tell you, whoever does not
receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands
on them, and blessed them.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon: The Rev. Kevin Laskowski



Presentation and Examination of the Candidate BCP, p. 301
The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented.

Parents and Godparents
| present Jamie Anne to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith and life?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ?
I will, with God’s help.

Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?
| renounce them.

Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
I renounce them.

Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?
I do.

Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
I do.

Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
I do.

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this person in her life in Christ?
We will.

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant.

The Baptismal Covenant BCP, p. 304
Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of
the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.



Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?
I will, with God’s help.

Prayers for the Candidate BCP, p. 305
Let us now pray for this person who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth

Deliver her, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Open her heart to your grace and truth.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Send her into the world in witness to your love.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his
resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen.

Thanksgiving over the Water BCP, p. 306
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation.
Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son
Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us,
through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in
his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we
bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from
sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.



To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Baptism BCP, p. 307
Jamie Anne, | baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Jamie Anne, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen.
Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon Jamie your servant
the forgiveness of sin, and have raised her to the new life of grace. Sustain her, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give
her an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you,
and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection,
and share with us in his eternal priesthood.

The Peace BCP, p. 308
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.



The Holy Communion

The Offertory

At this time, the gifts of God in bread and wine and the gifts of the people are collected
and brought forward in thanksgiving. Thanks to all who have pledged a portion of their
time, talent, and treasure to God’s mission here at St. John’s.

As the Spirit moves you, please give generously by cash or check or use the QR code at
right to donate online. Donations of food and other items for Western Fairfax Christian
Ministries and the Katharine K. Hanley Family Shelter can be given to the usher or to the
church office.

The Presentation of Alms & Oblations: H 380, vs. 3 “Praise God, from whom all blessings flow” Old 100th
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The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer D BCP, p. 372

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in
light inaccessible from before time and for ever.

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you created
them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.



Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of your
presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven,
we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing,

Sanctus: S 129, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord”
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We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed us
in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might
rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the
power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and
again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our Savior.
Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he
proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he
gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit,
his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the
sanctification of all.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own who were
in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this,
all of you. This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”



Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and his descent among
the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and
offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.

We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you, and we pray to you, Lord our God.

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts,
sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of
salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to
the praise of your Name.

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal
its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.

And grant that we may find our inheritance with Mary, Mother of God; with patriarchs, prophets, apostles,
and martyrs; with St. John and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in
union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Through Christ, and with Christ,
and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever
and ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer BCP, p. 364
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread BCP, p. 364
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.



Fraction Anthem: S 161, “Lamb of God” Agnus Dei
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Invitation BCP, p. 364

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Communion BCP, p. 365
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion. The ushers will invite you forward to receive the
blessings that come from God’s altar. To receive the wafer, extend one hand over the other. If you wish to
receive the wine, take a sip by guiding the offered chalice to your lips. Dipping the wafer into the wine yourself
is not permitted. The bishop’s customary requires the minister to do it for you. If you wish the minister to
intinct, make a dipping motion or point to the minister when you approach. If you would like Communion
brought to you, please let an usher know. If you would like to receive a blessing rather than Communion,
please cross your arms over your chest as you approach.

The table belongs to the Lord and the invitation comes from God. There are many kinds of blessing that come
from it. Please come forward to receive them.



Communion Hymn: H 516, “Come down, O Love divine”
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Post-Communion Prayer

BCP, p. 365

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now
into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and

singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Announcements

Blessing



Recessional Hymn: H 686, “Come thou fount of every blessing”
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Dismissal

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Nettleton



+ + + + + + + + + + 4+
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Harold Carver, by Craig Staresinich and
Nita Amar.

Socktober! Our Mission and Outreach Committee is collecting socks for Stone Middle School’s Winter
Boutique, where families can shop for seasonal clothing at no cost. Adult-size socks in dark colors are
especially needed. Please bring your donations of new socks to worship or to the church office by October 29.
Thank you for helping keep our neighbors warm this winter.

Serve at St. John’s! We all have gifts for ministry. What are yours? St. John’s needs your faith and your talent.
We're welcoming new counters and ushers; acolytes, readers, preachers; and more. Maybe even think about
Vestry in the new year... If you feel called to serve in some way, or are curious about these ministries (wait,
what’s Vestry?), please contact Fr. Kevin.

Adult Formation. Our Bible study on Ezekiel continues Wednesdays at 11:00 AM or Thursdays at 7:00 PM. For
more information, see our website or contact Lisa Heller or Fr. Kevin. Education for Ministry is also underway.
Contact Walt Cooner for more information.

Coffee Hour. Please join us in the hall after the service for coffee and refreshments.

Adult Lectionary Forum. If you’d like to discuss today’s readings in greater depth, grab coffee and a snack, and
join us in the library after the service.

Visit Us! For more information, visit stjohnscentreville.org and subscribe to our E-notes.
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TODAY’S MINISTERS

Celebrant
The Rev. Kevin Laskowski

Music Director
Mandy Hull

Vestry Member
Ann Goldberg

Acolyte
Val Tucker

Lector
George Dewey

Alms Counters
Katharine Lavery, Marie McDermott

Altar Guild
Durinda Smith

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH CLERGY AND STAFF
The Rev. Kevin Laskowski, Rector, Priest@StJohnsCentreville.com
Lisa Heller, Senior Warden, SeniorWarden@StJohnsCentreville.com
Lee Griffith, Junior Warden, JuniorWarden@StJohnsCentreville.com
Mandy Hull, Music Director, amandahull101@gmail.com
Terri Katon, Parish Administrator, ParishAdmin@StJohnsCentreville.com
Jeanette Nord, Ministry Partner Liaison, mpl@StJohnsCentreville.com

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday; 10:30 AM — 2:30 PM
5649 Mount Gilead Road, Centreville, VA 20120 — 703-803-7500



