ST. JOUN’S

EPIscOPAL CHURCH

The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 23
October 11, 2026, 9:30 AM
Holy Eucharist: Rite Il

Whoever you are, and wherever you are in your journey of faith, you are welcome here, just as you are, to
experience God’s love.

St. John’s is a compassionate Christian community of healing, hope, and hospitality at the heart of Centreville's
Historic District. First consecrated on July 14, 1854, St. John’s was partially burned in the Civil War, rebuilt,
expanded, and is now home to many faith communities. To learn more about us, talk to one of our clergy, chat
up a neighbor, join us after worship, and visit us at stjohnscentreville.org.

Today'’s service follows the red Episcopal Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Responses are in bold. Music can be
found in the blue hymnals in your pew or in the bulletin. Participate as the Spirit moves you!

Services are live-streamed, so please be aware that you are being recorded. Cell phone use—texting, pictures,
video, social media—is encouraged, but please silence your devices and disable Wi-Fi during worship.

The Word of God
Prelude
Please take your seat as the music begins and prepare yourself quietly for worship.

Processional Hymn: H 481, “Rejoice, the Lord is King!” Gopsal
Opening Acclamation BCP, p. 355
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Collect for Purity BCP, p. 355
Gloria: S 280, “Glory to God” Gloria in excelsis
Collect of the Day Proper 23, BCP, p. 234

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be given to good
works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Isaiah 25:1-9

O Lord, you are my God; | will exalt you, | will praise your name; for you have done wonderful things, plans
formed of old, faithful and sure. For you have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of
aliens is a city no more, it will never be rebuilt. Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless
nations will fear you. For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter
from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; the song of the
ruthless was stilled. On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of
well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy on this
mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up



death forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will
take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have
waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice
in his salvation.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Response: Psalm 23, Dominus regit me BCP, p. 612
The Lord is my shepherd; * I shall not be in want.

He makes me lie down in green pastures * and leads me beside still waters.

He revives my soul * and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.

Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall fear no evil; *

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *

you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *

and | will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

Second Lesson: Philippians 4:1-9
My brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my
beloved. | urge Euodia and | urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and | ask you also, my loyal
companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with
Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. Rejoice in the Lord always; again
| will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything,
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And
the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think
about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me,
and the God of peace will be with you.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Hymn: H 316, "This is the hour of banquet and of song” Canticum refectionis

Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king
who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding
banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited:
Look, | have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready;
come to the wedding banquet.” But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his
business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his
troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready,
but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the
wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and
bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a
man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without
a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For many are called,
but few are chosen.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.



Sermon: The Rev. Kevin Laskowski

The Nicene Creed BCP, p. 358
Prayers of the People

Prayers are adapted from Gail Ramshaw, ed., Intercessions for the Christian People (Collegeville, MN:
Liturgical Press, 1990). If you’d like to add a loved one to the parish prayer list, please contact clergy or the
parish office.

Let us pray to the Lord: Lord, hear our prayer.

Confession of Sin BCP, p. 360
Absolution BCP, p. 360
The Peace BCP, p. 360

The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.
The Holy Communion

The Offertory

At this time, the gifts of God in bread and wine and the gifts of the people are collected
and brought forward in thanksgiving. Thanks to all who have pledged a portion of their
time, talent, and treasure to God’s mission here at St. John’s.

As the Spirit moves you, please give generously by cash or check or use the QR code at
right to donate online. Donations of food and other items for Western Fairfax Christian
Ministries and the Katharine K. Hanley Family Shelter can be given to the usher or to the church office.

The Presentation of Alms & Oblations: H 380, vs. 3 “Praise God, from whom all blessings flow” Old 100th
The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B BCP, p. 367
Sanctus: S 129, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord”

Prayer B (cont.) BCP, p. 368
Therefore, according to his command, O Father:
We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory.

The Lord’s Prayer BCP, p. 364
The Breaking of the Bread BCP, p. 364
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Fraction Anthem: S 161, “Lamb of God” Agnus Dei
Communion BCP, p. 365

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion. The ushers will invite you forward to receive the
blessings that come from God'’s altar. To receive the wafer, extend one hand over the other. If you wish to
receive the wine, take a sip by guiding the offered chalice to your lips. Dipping the wafer into the wine yourself
is not permitted. The bishop’s customary requires the minister to do it for you. If you wish the minister to
intinct, make a dipping motion or point to the minister when you approach. If you would like Communion
brought to you, please let an usher know. If you would like to receive a blessing rather than Communion,
please cross your arms over your chest as you approach.

The table belongs to the Lord and the invitation comes from God. There are many kinds of blessing that come
from it. Please come forward to receive them.

Communion Hymn: H 321, “My God, thy table now is spread” Rockingham
Post-Communion Prayer BCP, p. 365

Announcements



Blessing

Recessional Hymn: H 556, vs. 1-5, “Rejoice, ye pure in heart!” Marion
Dismissal BCP, p. 366
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Thanks be to God.

Postlude
+ + + + + + + + + + +

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Robin Laskowski, by Kathryn Laskowski.
Office Closed. The office will be closed tomorrow, Monday, October 12.

Centreville Day, October 17, 10:00 AM-4:00 PM. This annual community celebration in the historic district
features food trucks, local vendors, history, entertainment, and, of course, St. John's! The stage is in our
parking lot, and we need you to make the day everything it can be. Sign up today!

Socktober! Our Mission and Outreach Committee is collecting socks for Stone Middle School’s Winter
Boutique, where families can shop for seasonal clothing at no cost. Adult-size socks in dark colors are
especially needed. Please bring your donations of new socks to worship or to the church office by October 29.
Thank you for helping keep our neighbors warm this winter.

Serve at St. John’s! We all have gifts for ministry. What are yours? St. John’s needs your faith and your talent.
We’re welcoming new counters and ushers; acolytes, readers, preachers; and more. Maybe even think about
Vestry in the new year... If you feel called to serve in some way, or are curious about these ministries (wait,
what’s Vestry?), please contact Fr. Kevin.

Adult Formation. Our Bible study on Ezekiel continues Wednesdays at 11:00 AM or Thursdays at 7:00 PM. For
more information, see our website or contact Lisa Heller or Fr. Kevin. Education for Ministry is also underway.
Contact Walt Cooner for more information.

Coffee Hour. Please join us in the hall after the service for coffee and refreshments.

Adult Lectionary Forum. If you’d like to discuss today’s readings in greater depth, grab coffee and a snack, and
join us in the library after the service.

Visit Us! For more information, visit stjohnscentreville.org and subscribe to our E-notes.
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TODAY’S MINISTERS

Celebrant: The Rev. Kevin Laskowski Acolyte: Monti Zimmerman

Music Director:  Mandy Hull Lector: Susan Davis

Vestry Member: Lee Griffith Alms Counters: Lee Griffith, Penny Parker
Usher: Nancy Scott Altar Guild: Marie McDermott

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH CLERGY AND STAFF
The Rev. Kevin Laskowski, Rector, Priest@StJohnsCentreville.com
Lisa Heller, Senior Warden, SeniorWarden@StJohnsCentreville.com
Lee Griffith, Junior Warden, JuniorWarden@StJohnsCentreville.com
Mandy Hull, Music Director, amandahull101@gmail.com
Terri Katon, Parish Administrator, ParishAdmin@StJohnsCentreville.com
Jeanette Nord, Ministry Partner Liaison, mpl@StJohnsCentreville.com

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday; 10:30 AM —2:30 PM
5649 Mount Gilead Road, Centreville, VA 20120 — 703-803-7500



