
 
 

The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 7 

June 21, 2026 
Holy Eucharist: Rite II 

 

Welcome to St. John’s Episcopal Church. Whoever you are, and wherever you are in your journey of faith, you 
are welcome here, just as you are, to experience God’s love. 
 
St. John’s is a compassionate Christian community of healing, hope, and hospitality at the heart of Centreville's 
Historic District. First consecrated on July 14, 1854, St. John’s was partially burned in the Civil War, rebuilt, 
expanded, and is now home to many faith communities. To learn more about us, talk to one of our clergy, chat 
up a neighbor, join us after worship, and visit us at stjohnscentreville.org. 
 
Today’s service follows the red Episcopal Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Responses are in bold. Music can be 
found in the blue hymnals in your pew or in the bulletin. Participate as the Spirit moves you! 
 
Services are live-streamed, so please be aware that you are being recorded. Cell phone use—texting, pictures, 
video, social media—is encouraged, but please silence your devices and disable Wi-Fi during worship. 
 

The Word of God 
Prelude  
Please take your seat as the music begins and prepare yourself quietly for worship. 
 

Processional Hymn: H 372, “Praise to the living God!” Leoni  
Opening Acclamation  BCP, p. 355 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.      
Collect for Purity BCP, p. 355 
Gloria: S 280, “Glory to God” Gloria in excelsis 

Collect of the Day   Proper 7, BCP, p. 230 
 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, for you never fail to help and govern 
those whom you have set upon the sure foundation of your lovingkindness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

First Lesson: Jeremiah 20:7-13 
O Lord, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; you have overpowered me, and you have prevailed. 
I have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks me. For whenever I speak, I must cry out, 
I must shout, "Violence and destruction!" For the word of the Lord has become for me a reproach and derision 
all day long. If I say, "I will not mention him, or speak any more in his name," then within me there is 
something like a burning fire shut up in my bones; I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. For I hear many 
whispering: "Terror is all around! Denounce him! Let us denounce him!" All my close friends are watching for 
me to stumble. "Perhaps he can be enticed, and we can prevail against him, and take our revenge on him." 
But the Lord is with me like a dread warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble, and they will not prevail. 



They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten. O Lord 
of hosts, you test the righteous, you see the heart and the mind; let me see your retribution upon them, for to 
you I have committed my cause. Sing to the Lord; praise the Lord! For he has delivered the life of the needy 
from the hands of evildoers. 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Response: Psalm 69: 8-11, 18-20, Salvum me fac BCP, p. 680 
Surely, for your sake have I suffered reproach, * and shame has covered my face. 
I have become a stranger to my own kindred, * an alien to my mother's children. 
Zeal for your house has eaten me up; * the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me. 
I humbled myself with fasting, * but that was turned to my reproach. 

Answer me, O Lord, for your love is kind; * in your great compassion, turn to me.' 
"Hide not your face from your servant; * be swift and answer me, for I am in distress. 
Draw near to me and redeem me; * because of my enemies deliver me. 
 

Second Lesson: Romans 6:1b-11 
Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin go on 
living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with 
him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self 
was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 
For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 
him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 
him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must 
consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Hymn: H 537, “Christ for the word we sing!” Moscow 
 

Gospel: Matthew 10:24-39 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said to the twelve disciples, “A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is 
enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of 
the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household! So have no fear of them; for 
nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. What I say 
to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear 
those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 
Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. And 
even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 
Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; 
but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. Do not think that I have 
come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man 
against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and 
one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not 
worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not 
take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake will find it.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sermon: The Rev. Kevin Laskowski 



The Nicene Creed BCP, p. 358 

Prayers of the People 
Prayers are adapted from Gail Ramshaw, ed., Intercessions for the Christian People (Collegeville, MN: 
Liturgical Press, 1990). If you’d like to add a loved one to the parish prayer list, please contact clergy or the 
parish office. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Confession of Sin  BCP, p. 360 
Absolution BCP, p. 360 
 

The Peace  BCP, p. 360 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you. 
 

The Holy Communion 
The Offertory 
At this time, the gifts of God in bread and wine and the gifts of the people are collected 
and brought forward in thanksgiving. Thanks to all who have pledged a portion of their 
time, talent, and treasure to God’s mission here at St. John’s.  
 

As the Spirit moves you, please give generously by cash or check or use the QR code at 
right to donate online. Donations of food and other items for Western Fairfax Christian 
Ministries and the Katharine K. Hanley Family Shelter can be given to the usher or to the church office. 
 

The Presentation of Alms & Oblations: H 380, vs. 3 “Praise God, from whom all blessings flow” Old 100th 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B BCP, p. 367 

Sanctus: S 129, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord” 
Prayer B (cont.) BCP, p. 368 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father: 
We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP, p. 364 
The Breaking of the Bread BCP, p. 364 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
Fraction Anthem: S 161, “Lamb of God” Agnus Dei 

 

Communion BCP, p. 365 
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion. The ushers will invite you forward to receive the 
blessings that come from God’s altar. To receive the wafer, extend one hand over the other. If you wish to 
receive the wine, take a sip by guiding the offered chalice to your lips. Dipping the wafer into the wine yourself 
is not permitted. The bishop’s customary requires the minister to do it for you. If you wish the minister to 
intinct, make a dipping motion or point to the minister when you approach. If you would like Communion 
brought to you, please let an usher know. If you would like to receive a blessing rather than Communion, 
please cross your arms over your chest as you approach. The table belongs to the Lord and the invitation comes 
from God. There are many kinds of blessing that come from it. Please come forward to receive them. 
 

Communion Hymn: H 679, “Surely it is God who saves me” Thomas Merton 
Post-Communion Prayer BCP, p. 365 

Announcements 
Blessing 
Recessional Hymn: H 675, “Take up your cross, the Savior said” Bourbon 

Dismissal   BCP, p. 366 
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Thanks be to God. 



Postlude 
+   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   + 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God. 
 

Vestry meets after worship to discuss the business of the parish and an important vote. 
 

Congratulations! Congratulations to Julie Sullivan, confirmed at Pohick Episcopal Church in Lorton last week. 
Thanks to the Rev. Dr. Samuel Reddimalla for presiding here at St. John’s to allow Fr. Kevin and others to 
accompany Julie in support. Congratulations again to our Education for Ministry (EfM) Grads! And much 
gratitude to Walt Cooner, mentor to St. John’s cohort #13101. 
 

Welcome New Staff! Welcome Jeanette Nord, our new Ministry Partner Liaison, who will be working with the 
organizations and congregations who call St. John’s home. Stop by the office during office hours to meet her. 
 

Save the Date: Anniversary of the Dedication of a Church, July 12. St. John’s was consecrated July 14, 1854. 
We’ll celebrate our birthday Sunday, July 12 with special readings and music, blessing of the many repairs and 
additions to our campus in recent months, and a festive coffee hour. 
 

Bible Study. Our weekly Bible study resumes this week with another Summer with the Psalms. The book of 
Psalms is the Bible’s hymnal, and a key to understanding all of Scripture. We’ll meet on Tuesday nights at 7 
and Wednesdays at noon for the summer, unless otherwise announced. Contact Fr. Kevin or Lisa Heller for 
additional details. 
 

Coffee Hour. Please join us in the hall after the service for coffee and refreshments. 
 

Adult Lectionary Forum. The forum is on hiatus for the summer. We’ll resume on August 23. 
 

Visit Us! For more information, visit stjohnscentreville.org and subscribe to our E-notes. 
 

+   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   +   + 
TODAY’S MINISTERS 

Celebrant:  The Rev. Kevin Laskowski 
Music Director: Mandy Hull 
Vestry Member: Ann Goldberg  
Acolyte:  Walter Cooner 

Lector:   Susan Davis 
Alms Counters: Katharine Lavery, Marie McDermott 
Altar Guild:  Elise Crawford 
 

  
 
 
 
 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH CLERGY AND STAFF 
The Rev. Kevin Laskowski, Priest-in-Charge, Priest@StJohnsCentreville.com 

Lisa Heller, Senior Warden, SeniorWarden@StJohnsCentreville.com 
Lee Griffith, Junior Warden, JuniorWarden@StJohnsCentreville.com 

Mandy Hull, Music Director, amandahull101@gmail.com 
Terri Katon, Parish Administrator, ParishAdmin@StJohnsCentreville.com 

Jeanette Nord, Ministry Partner Liaison, mpl@StJohnsCentreville.com 
 

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday; 10:30 AM – 2:30 PM 
5649 Mount Gilead Road, Centreville, Virginia 20120 

 


