EriscorPAL CHURCH

The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 11
July 19, 2026, 9:30 AM
Holy Eucharist: Rite Il

Whoever you are, and wherever you are in your journey of faith, you are welcome here, just as you are, to
experience God’s love.

St. John’s is a compassionate Christian community of healing, hope, and hospitality at the heart of Centreville's
Historic District. First consecrated on July 14, 1854, St. John’s was partially burned in the Civil War, rebuilt,
expanded, and is now home to many faith communities. To learn more about us, talk to one of our clergy, chat
up a neighbor, join us after worship, and visit us at stjohnscentreville.org.

Today’s service follows the red Episcopal Book of Common Prayer (BCP). Responses are in bold. Music can be
found in the blue hymnals in your pew or in the bulletin. Participate as the Spirit moves you!

Services are live-streamed, so please be aware that you are being recorded. Cell phone use—texting, pictures,
video, social media—is encouraged, but please silence your devices and disable Wi-Fi during worship.

The Word of God
Prelude
Please take your seat as the music begins and prepare yourself quietly for worship.

Processional Hymn: H 365, “Come, thou almighty King” Moscow
Opening Acclamation BCP, p. 355
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Collect for Purity BCP, p. 355
Gloria: S 280, “Glory to God” Gloria in excelsis
Collect of the Day Proper 11, BCP, p. 231

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask and our ignorance in asking:
Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us those things which for our unworthiness we dare
not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Isaiah 44:6-8
Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: | am the first and | am the last;
besides me there is no god. Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. Do not fear, or be
afraid; have | not told you from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; | know not one.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Response: Psalm 86:11-17, Inclina, Domine BCP, p. 710
Teach me your way, O Lord, and | will walk in your truth; * knit my heart to you that | may fear your Name.
| will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, * and glorify your Name for evermore.

For great is your love toward me; * you have delivered me from the nethermost Pit.

The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent men seeks my life; *

they have not set you before their eyes.

But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, * slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.

Turn to me and have mercy upon me; *

give your strength to your servant; and save the child of your handmaid.

Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be ashamed; *

because you, O Lord, have helped me and comforted me.

Second Lesson: Romans 8:12-25
Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh-- for if you live according to
the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are
led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but
you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with
our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ-- if, in
fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. | consider that the sufferings of this present
time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager
longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will
but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to
decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has
been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits
of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were
saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not
see, we wait for it with patience.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Hymn: H 596, “Judge eternal, throned in splendor” Komm, o komm, du Geist des Lebens

Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30,36-43

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus put before the crowd another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who
sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the
wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well.
And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field?
Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him,
‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would
uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time | will
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my
barn.”” Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to
us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man;
the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the
evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are
angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of
Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they
will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.



Sermon: The Rev. Kevin Laskowski

The Nicene Creed BCP, p. 358
Prayers of the People

Prayers are adapted from Gail Ramshaw, ed., Intercessions for the Christian People (Collegeville, MN:
Liturgical Press, 1990). If you’d like to add a loved one to the parish prayer list, please contact clergy or the

parish office.

In the Spirit we plead, hear us, O God.

Confession of Sin BCP, p. 360
Absolution BCP, p. 360
The Peace BCP, p. 360

The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.
The Holy Communion

The Offertory

At this time, the gifts of God in bread and wine and the gifts of the people are collected
and brought forward in thanksgiving. Thanks to all who have pledged a portion of their
time, talent, and treasure to God’s mission here at St. John’s.

As the Spirit moves you, please give generously by cash or check or use the QR code at
right to donate online. Donations of food and other items for Western Fairfax Christian
Ministries and the Katharine K. Hanley Family Shelter can be given to the usher or to the church office.

The Presentation of Alms & Oblations: H 380, vs. 3 “Praise God, from whom all blessings flow” Old 100th
The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B BCP, p. 367
Sanctus: S 129, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord”

Prayer B (cont.) BCP, p. 368
Therefore, according to his command, O Father:
We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory.

The Lord’s Prayer BCP, p. 364
The Breaking of the Bread BCP, p. 364
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Fraction Anthem: S 161, “Lamb of God” Agnus Dei
Communion BCP, p. 365

All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion. The ushers will invite you forward to receive the
blessings that come from God'’s altar. To receive the wafer, extend one hand over the other. If you wish to
receive the wine, take a sip by guiding the offered chalice to your lips. Dipping the wafer into the wine yourself
is not permitted. The bishop’s customary requires the minister to do it for you. If you wish the minister to
intinct, make a dipping motion or point to the minister when you approach. If you would like Communion
brought to you, please let an usher know. If you would like to receive a blessing rather than Communion,
please cross your arms over your chest as you approach.

The table belongs to the Lord and the invitation comes from God. There are many kinds of blessing that come
from it. Please come forward to receive them.

Communion Hymn: H 482, “Lord of all hopefulness” Slane
Post-Communion Prayer BCP, p. 365
Announcements

Blessing



Recessional Hymn: H 344, “Lord dismiss us with thy blessing” Sicilian Mariners
Dismissal BCP, p. 366
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Thanks be to God.

Postlude

+ + + 4+ + + + + + + 4+
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Josephine Staresinich, by Craig Staresinich
and Nita Amar.

Back to School! St. John's is once again partnering with Western Fairfax Christian Ministries and 10 other local
congregations to provide students in need with backpacks and school supplies. This year, we'll be supporting
Rocky Run Middle School, and we're looking for 50 large backpacks (laptop sleeves not required). Rocky Run
has also requested the following: zippered pen/pencil pouches in black, multicolored highlighters, and
multicolored two-pocket, plastic folders. Monetary donations are also welcome. Bring your donations to
Sunday worship or the church office by Sunday, August 2 for timely delivery that week.

The Want Ads. There are so many ways to serve at St. John’s. We’re looking for a new treasurer and
volunteers for communication, digital ministry, and Centreville Day. Our Sunday ministries welcome ushers,
acolytes, readers, and more. If you feel called to serve, or are curious about these ministries, please contact
Senior Warden Lisa Heller or Fr. Kevin.

Bible Study Returns This Week. Join us for Summer with the Psalms! The book of Psalms is the Bible’s hymnal,
and a key to understanding all of Scripture. Each week, we read and discuss several of these vital songs. This
week: imprecatory psalms! Contact Fr. Kevin or Lisa Heller for additional details.

Coffee Hour. Please join us in the hall after the service for coffee and refreshments.
Adult Lectionary Forum. The forum is on hiatus for the summer. We’ll resume on August 23.

Visit Us! For more information, visit stjohnscentreville.org and subscribe to our E-notes.

+ + + + 4+ 4+ + + + + 4+
TODAY’S MINISTERS

Celebrant: The Rev. Kevin Laskowski Acolyte: Julie Sullivan

Music Director: ~ Mandy Hull Lector: Jean Makurat

Vestry Member: Lisa Heller Alms Counters: Marie McDermott, Katharine Lavery
Altar Guild: Marcia Evans

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH CLERGY AND STAFF
The Rev. Kevin Laskowski, Priest-in-Charge, Priest@StJohnsCentreville.com
Lisa Heller, Senior Warden, SeniorWarden@StJohnsCentreville.com
Lee Griffith, Junior Warden, JuniorWarden@StJohnsCentreville.com
Mandy Hull, Music Director, amandahull101@gmail.com
Terri Katon, Parish Administrator, ParishAdmin@StJohnsCentreville.com
Jeanette Nord, Ministry Partner Liaison, mpl@StJohnsCentreville.com

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday; 10:30 AM —2:30 PM
5649 Mount Gilead Road, Centreville, VA 20120 — 703-803-7500
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